
Curriculum Vitae Candice Fung PhD 

University Training 

2007-2009: The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia 

 Bachelor of Biomedical Science 

2009-2011: The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia 

 Master of Science with Distinction; Dean’s Honours List (Top 5% of graduates within 

 the Faculty of Science) 

PhD 

2012-2017, officially completed 31.01.2017  

‘The role of submucosal neurons in physiological and pathophysiological intestinal secretion.’  

Supervisors: Prof. Joel Bornstein, Dr. Jaime Foong  

Supported by an Australian Postgraduate Award 

 

Current academic position 

2017 – present: Postdoctoral researcher, Translational Research Center for Gastrointestinal  

                               Disorders (TARGID) at KU Leuven. Group of Prof. Pieter Vanden Berghe. 

Professional Service 

2012 – 2013:       Teaching and grading undergraduates undertaking ‘Human Physiology’,  

‘Research-based Physiology’ and Neurophysiology: Neurons and Circuits’; The   

University of Melbourne 

2018 – 2022:       Teaching; ‘Hot Topics in Microscopy for Biomedical Research’; KU Leuven 

2022 – 2025:       Peer reviewed for Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience, The Journal of Nutritional  

Biochemistry, Neurogastroenterology & Motility, Journal of Neurochemistry, 

Communications Biology, and Scientific Reports. 

2023 – present:   Review Editor for Gut-Brain Axis – Frontiers in Neuroscience 

2025:                   Guest lecturer; ‘Advances in Gastroenterology’ and ‘Advances in Microscopy for  

Biomedical Research’; KU Leuven 

Scientific Activity 

18 publications 1098 citations h-index 14 

3 invited talks (2022: KU Leuven, BE; 2025: Flinders University and University of Melbourne, AU) 

Current co-supervisor of 1 PhD; Completed: 1 PhD and 1 MSc (as co-supervisor) 

Awards 

2013       1st place in “Under the Coverslip” scientific photography competition. The largest 

  annual scientific photography competition at the University of Melbourne, open to all 

  research students from universities and institutes across Melbourne. 

Best oral presentation awards: 

2020            GIREM Best Oral Presentation; Title: Examining the processing of luminal information 

  by the Enteric Nervous System using Ca2+ imaging. Belgian week of gastroenterology 

  (Belgian Network on Gastrointestinal Regulatory Mechanisms), Antwerp, BE. 

2021  Best Presentation – 3rd prize; Title: Examining the processing of luminal information 

  by the Enteric Nervous System using Ca2+ imaging; 2021 Little Brain Big Brain  

   (LBBB) virtual meeting. 

2022 Best Oral Communication; Title: Examining the effects of an acute high fructose diet 

  on luminal signaling in the murine enteric nervous system; 6th International   

   Symposium on “Development of the ENS: the First 1000 Days” held in Ferrara, IT. 

2024  Best Podium Presentation; Title: Longitudinal intravital imaging of the enteric nervous 

   system in mouse small intestine; 7th International Enteric Nervous System   

   Development Meeting: Connection, Cross-talk and Collaboration 2024 held in   

   Philadelphia, USA. 

2025      Best Presentation – 1st prize; Title: Nutrient signaling in the enteric nervous system of 

   mouse small intestine; ‘Sensational Research Day’ held in Brussels, BE. 



2025    Autonomic Neuroscience: Basic and Clinical - Best Basic Oral Award; Title: Signaling 

   between neurons in the mesentery and myenteric neurons in the mouse ileum;   

   Australasian Society for Autonomic Neuroscience 2025 Meeting held in  Adelaide, AU. 

Young investigator Awards:  

2016  ANMS Young Investigator Award; For abstract submitted to 2016 American   

   Neurogastroenterology and Motility Society Young Investigator Forum held in San 

   Francisco, USA. 

2021  FNM Young Investigator Award; For abstract submitted to 4th International Meeting of 

   the Federation of Neurogastroenterology and Motility (FNM 2021) held in Adelaide, 

   AU. 

2024  Young Investigator Award; For abstract submitted to 7th International Enteric Nervous 

   System Development Meeting: Connection, Cross-talk and Collaboration 2024 ENS 

   Development Meeting held in Philadelphia, USA. 

Travel awards: 

2014  Overseas Research Experience Scholarship A limited number of Overseas Research 

   Experience Scholarships are awarded annually on a competitive basis. The University 

   of Melbourne, AU. 

2018  Company of Biologists Travel Award; For oral presented at the 5th International   

   Symposium on “Development of the Enteric Nervous System” held in Boston, USA.  

2025  Janelia Conference Travel Scholarship; Full travel support for attending the ‘Second 

   Brains: Enteric Nervous Systems Across Phylogeny’ conference. Conference   

   participation was highly selective (limited to 70 participants). Held at the Janelia   

   Research Campus, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, USA. 
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